
Tiered Evaluation Process

The process becomes increasingly more 
detailed at each tier.

TIER 1
Answers yes or no if 
the route supports the 
purpose and need

TIER 2 

TIER 3 

Provides a detailed qualitative 
and quantitative analysis and 
ranking of the routes​

Identifies the top three 
performing routes for final 
evaluation and modeling​
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Tier 1:  
Routes are examined to determine if they meet the purpose for the 
project. If the answer is “yes,” they continue to Tier 2.

Tier 2:  
Each route is refined based on Tier 1 input and assigned a type of 
transit vehicles (called “modes” e.g., light rail, bus rapid transit, 
commuter rail). The routes and associated modes are compared to 
one other, with the top three performing options continuing to Tier 3.

Tier 3:  
The top three performing options are further refined and evaluated  
in more detail.

High-Capacity Transit Planning and 
Environmental Linkages Study

NOTICE: All draft and final planning products produced during this PEL process may be adopted during a subsequent environmental review process in 
accordance with 23 USC 168, with the goal of not revisiting during future National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) processes.




