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A-Town versus B-Town
How do they stack-up against each other?

Environment? Social? Economy?



When is enough, enough?  

What is the cost of too much? 

A-town or B-town: accident or policy?
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Parking in Hartford
1950s versus 2000s

1959

2009

On Streets Surface Lots Garages

47050

16320



Hartford 1957 Hartford 2009

16,000 Parking Spaces 47,000 Parking Spaces
Population 180 K Population 120 K

Jobs no change Jobs no change

4 Major Department Stores
0 Department Stores
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Hartford and Cambridge
1950s versus 2000s



• Cambridge, MA
• Berkeley, CA
• Arlington, VA

• Hartford, CT
• New Haven, CT
• Lowell, MA
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Growth in Parking
1960 to 2000
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Parking Spaces for Each Commuter



Residents Commuting by Auto
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Density of People
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The “Science” of Traffic Planning



The “Science” of Traffic Planning



“Science” of Traffic Planning = Induce Driving



Do we build more parking because driving is increasing? 
Or does more parking lead to more driving?

Parking
But Which is Cause? 
And Which is Effect?







Sir Austin Bradford Hill (with Richard Doll) demonstrated 
the connection between smoking and lung cancer

The so-called Bradford Hill Criteria were formulated 
as a way to demonstrate 

a causal association



Bradford Hill’s Criteria 
For Assessing Causality

1. Strength of Association
2. Consistency
3. Specificity
4. Temporality
5. Dose Response (biological gradient)
6. Plausibility and Coherence
7. Experiment
8. Analogy

Our study found that the majority of these criteria fit 
when applied to parking in cities



More parking induces more driving 



Hartford's property tax structure makes little sense. 

By assessing vacant lots and surface parking lots at a much lower rate than commercial 
buildings, the city has encouraged the proliferation of what urban designers call 

"parking craters”

Hartford Courant Editorial
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Scary Lucy in Buffalo







City Population Motor Vehicles per 1000

The Crisis in the Cities 
in the 50s and On

440,000 1962

370,000 1980



Zürich, Switzerland in the 1950s





“The city projected a need for 14,000 new spaces. 

According to Mayor Joseph Mruk, not only would 
the city build 3 parking garages but would encourage 
private development of parking lots by condemnation 

and assembly of necessary sites.”

From Mark Goldman’s City on the Edge

Buffalo, NY
1950s



“The campaign to build parking spaces for 25,000 cars began in 1950 
and 50 years later is still ongoing”

From Mark Goldman’s City on the Edge

Buffalo, NY



“The people of Buffalo watched as the fabric of their 
City came tumbling down.  Falling with it was their history 

and their heritage and, unbeknownst to them, their future as well.”

From Mark Goldman’s City on the Edge



Bridgeport 1913



Bridgeport 2013





Hartford Set to Pass New Parking Ordinance

Ordinance will impose new fee on Parking equivalent to 25 cents per space/day
This fee will go to 50 cents in 2025 and $1 in 2030

At current rate fee will raise about $2 million annually



Policies for Valuing Parking



Traditional Sites:  
- West Hartford, CT
- Northampton, MA
- Brattleboro, VT

Contemporary Sites:  
- Avon, CT
- Glastonbury, CT
- Somerset Square 

in Glastonbury, CT

Parking 
In Small New England Cities



Avon Aerial

Contemporary Site



WH Aerial

Traditional Site



0

1

2

3

4

5

6

Traditional Site Contemporary Site
Average Occupancy Peak Occupancy Parking Available Parking Required by Zoning

Parking Spaces per 1000 sq. feet 
of Building Space



0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

3000

Traditional Site Contemporary Site

Cars versus People
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Traditional Sites: 
What Did They Do Well?

Managed Parking
Shared Parking
Park Once, then Walk 
Charge for Parking

Yet they still require way too 
much parking

Lessons from Parking 
In Small New England Cities



















No Kidding! Really Powerful





Six Essential Rules for

Effective Parking Management

1. Base decisions on actual data

2. Eliminate minimum parking requirements

3. Optimize the use of available parking 

4. Recognize that free parking is not a thing

5. Eliminate/reduce subsidies for driving 

6. Subsidize more sustainable forms of travel















Norman W. Garrick
norman.garrick@gmail.com
www.engr.uconn.edu/~garrick
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